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What species and color should I choose? 

There are several species, colors and grain variations to consider. Other than the walls, the floor represents the 

largest expanse of color or pattern in a room. Your floor should complement the fabrics, furnishings and 

accessories already present in the space, as well as enhancing the unique personality of the room as a whole.  

 

The most popular species/color 

red oak natural with maple natural 

running second, but with today's 

decoration styles, anything goes. 

Darker colors - formal or 

traditional interiors. 

Lighter colors - country, casual 

or contemporary settings.  
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How many different species of wood are there? 

Today's wood floors come in more than 50 species, both domestic and exotic, spanning the spectrum 

of color options, hardness, and price ranges. No matter what the look you want to achieve, there are a 

variety of species to meet your needs. 

 

Some of the most common domestic species of wood are listed below with a natural finish. 

 

Ash Beech American Cherry Birch Hickory-Pecan Maple 

     

Mesquite Red Oak White Oak Heart Pine Yellow Pine Walnut 

      

Though natural finishes are shown, all wood types can 

be finished in a variety of shades with natural 

generally being the lightest shade for the species. 

 



 3 
 

 

 

 

 

Some of the most common imported species of wood are listed below with a natural finish. 

 

Bamboo Brazilian Cherry Cork Australian Cypress Tigerwood Golden Teak 

      

Brazilian Redwood 

Angelim 

 

 

Brazilian Mesquite Purpleheart Brazilian Walnut Santos Mahogany Peruvian Mahogany 

Though natural finishes are shown, all wood types 

can be finished in a variety of shades with natural 

generally being the lightest shade for the species. 

 

     

Bolivian Rosewood Brazilian Ebony Birdseye Maple Bloodwood 

    

 


